
Why I voted No on S. 1134

I voted No on S. 1134, the St. Croix River Crossing Project Authorization Act, which would
authorize the St. Croix River Crossing Project between Minnesota and Wisconsin by waiving a
designation under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

  

Specifically, this legislation would provide Congressional authorization to build a $700 million
bridge that would serve approximately 18,000 vehicles daily. Congress should not be in the
business of authorizing specific projects with mandatory design requirements.

  

I strongly support rebuilding our roads and bridges and cutting the red tape that too often holds
these projects up. Unfortunately, S. 1134 places the interests of one community and one bridge
above the thousands of others in the country in dire need of repair, and I believe violates the
spirit of the current earmark ban which I strongly support.

  

S. 1134 was approved by a vote of 339-80.
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