
Hanna Urges Residents to Prepare for Major Weather Event

UTICA, N.Y. -- U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna (NY-24) today urged residents in Central New York
and the Southern Tier to take steps to prepare for strong winds and heavy rain associated with
Hurricane Sandy, which is making its way up the East Coast.

  

The storm is expected to arrive Sunday and stay for a few days delivering high winds, intense
rain and possibly snow. Residents whose homes are in areas prone to flooding should follow
local news stations for updates and severe weather warnings.

  

"While Sandy's track is still very uncertain, it is expected to be a big storm, possibly a mix
between a hurricane and a nor'easter," Hanna said. "The best thing people can do is prepare by
stocking up on nonperishable food items and other emergency items in the event of a power
loss. Residents who take medication should ensure prescriptions are filled and have enough to
last for several days."

  

Tips from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

  

Preparedness Actions for those in the Watch and Warning areas

  

• FEMA urges residents to monitor your NOAA Weather Radio and local news stations for
updates and severe weather warnings. Communities should remain alert and take all required
actions resulting from local evacuation orders, high wind warnings, and identified flood risks,
including flash flood warnings.

  

• State and local officials make the decisions to issue evacuation orders so residents should
follow all instructions from local emergency management officials.

  

o If your area is ordered to evacuate, be sure to know your evacuation route in advance and
have a plan for where you will stay.
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• Contact your local emergency management office  to learn about shelters in your area.

  

o Or you can search for open shelters by texting SHELTER and a zip code to 43362 (4FEMA).
In addition, the American Red Cross also maintains a list of shelters at http://www.redcross.org
/find-help/shelter .

  

• Before you go to a shelter, always check with your local emergency management agency for
availability & services.

  

• Prepare your family, home, or business now to lessen the impact of severe weather. Review
your 'go kit' to make sure you have your home and personal insurance information as well as
the latest prescriptions or medical supplies you or your family members may need. Identify a
location to meet up with family and friends should you become separated or need to move to a
local emergency shelter.

  

o Now is a good time to fill up your vehicles with gas and get cash from the ATM in case these
resources become unavailable after the storm due to power loss. If you have pets, check with
local officials as to which shelters accept animals and prepare supplies to bring as needed.

  

• Please visit Ready.gov  ( Listo.gov  para español) to learn more about the simple steps you
can take to be prepared.

  

• Coastal and inland residents in areas that may be affected by the storm should familiarize
themselves with tornado hazard terminology.

  

o A Tornado Watch means tornadoes are possible. Stay alert for storms, watch the sky and stay
tuned to NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio or television for information.

  

o A Tornado Warning means a tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar. Take
shelter immediately.

 2 / 3

http://www.ready.gov/today
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/shelter
http://www.redcross.org/find-help/shelter
http://www.ready.gov/
http://www.ready.gov/translations/spanish/
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o If a tornado is possible in your area, go to a pre-designated shelter area such as a safe room,
basement, storm cellar, or the lowest building level. If there is no basement, go to the center of
an interior room on the lowest level (closet, interior hallway) away from corners, windows,
doors, and outside walls. Do not open windows.

  

• Remember flooding, and especially flash flooding, are a major risk during tropical weather and
small mistakes can lead to deadly results.

  

o Never drive your car through standing water or around emergency barricades, and do not try
to walk through more than two inches of running water.

  

• Power outages and flooding that can result from weather emergencies can compromise the
safety of stored food, plan ahead to minimize the risk of food-borne illness.

  

o A closed refrigerator will keep food safely for about four hours and a closed, full freezer can
keep food safe about 48 hours.

  

• Remember for meat, poultry, fish and eggs, "when in doubt, throw it out." Have a cooler on
hand to keep refrigerator food cold in case of power outage, and grouping food together in the
freezer; this helps the food stay cold longer.

  

o Additional food safety preparedness tips can be found at USDA Food Safety Inspection
Service's website www.fsis.usda.gov .
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http://www.fsis.usda.gov/

